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 Polar Vortex 
 For Grade 3 or Multi-Level Orchestra 
 Grades 3 • 2.5 • 1.5 • Open String 
 by Katie O’Hara LaBrie (ASCAP) 

 Instrumentation 

 Part A  Part B  Part C  Part D 
 Grade 3  Grade 2.5  Grade 1.5  Open String 
 8 - Violin A1  2 - Violin B1  2 - Violin C1  2 - Violin D 
 8 - Violin A2  2 - Violin B2  2 - Vln. C2 (Viola T.C.)  2 - Viola D 
 5 - Viola A  2 - Viola B  2 - Viola C  2 - Cello D 
 5 - Cello A  2 - Cello B  2 - Cello C  2 - Bass D 
 5 - Bass A  2 - Bass B  2 - Bass C 

 Note from the Editor: 
 This composition works as a stand alone piece for Grade 3 Orchestra (Part A). 

 Any of the multi-level parts can be added to enhance the overall experience, though it is best when the A part is 
 prominent. This work contains rights to copy additional parts as stipulated on the copyright page in this score. 

 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Full Set - $85.00  Extra Conductor Score -  $15.00  Extra Part - $4.00 

 Randall Standridge Music, LLC - 26 County Road 472 - Jonesboro, AR 72404 - 870-926-3479 
 www.randallstandridge.com -  randallstandridge@yahoo.com 
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Polar Vortex
By Katie O’Hara LaBrie, for Grade 3 or Multi-Level Orchestra

Program Notes:
Cold air spins and an arctic chill sets in: a Polar Vortex has arrived. This work for multi-level orchestra by Katie O’Hara
LaBrie encapsulates this wintery weather phenomenon through its driving d dorian tune, biting spiccato, and swirling
motives.

About this Piece:
Polar Vortex was written for the orchestras of Park City, Utah - a beautiful ski town that sees a lot of snow! Inspired by
this, and their love of driving minor orchestra pieces, I wrote this work to fit a multitude of levels for their thriving
orchestra community. The most advanced parts work as a stand alone piece and you are welcome to add as many
of the other levels alongside it. To keep a good balance it’s important that the A parts are prominent in the
performance.

At m. 9 the second violins should all stay on the bottom octave if you are only using the A parts. If you are using
multiple levels please divide as you see fit. Originally written for a higher level, the A part also contains an optional divisi
up one octave for first violin at m.45.

The last note of the A and B parts is meant to be played as a dotted half note with an accented release on beat 3. This
can be executed by saving bow for the first two beats and using fast speed for the last beat. I encourage the
performers to have their bows fly off the string for this final blast.

I hope you enjoy bringing your orchestras together for this exciting piece!

– Katie O’Hara LaBrie

About the Composer
Katie O’Hara LaBrie is a composer, conductor, clinician, and cellist from Northern
Virginia and is the Orchestra Editor for Randall Standridge Music Publications. An
educator at heart, Mrs. LaBrie spent the first 15 years of her career teaching
orchestra in Fairfax County, Virginia. She holds a Bachelor of Music in Music
Education from St. Olaf College, where she studied under Steven Amundson, and
Masters of Music in Instrumental Conducting from George Mason University, where
she studied with Anthony Maiello.

As a composer, Mrs. LaBrie’s inspiration grows from many sources such as family and
nature, but primarily draws from her experiences as a music educator. She enjoys
creating new music with the goal of being educationally sound, pleasing to
audiences, and above all, fun for the players. She is passionate about sharing music
with others and teaching students how to practice with purpose.

Mrs. LaBrie is the founding conductor of the Fairfax Chamber Players and co-creator
of “the Big IDEA” practice method. In 2022, she was honored as one of Yamaha’s “40
Under 40,” for her action, courage, creativity, and commitment to growth in the

music education field. She lives in Fairfax, VA with her husband Joe, who is a middle school band director, and their
budding musician, Liam.

Learn more at www.katieoharalabrie.com
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Commissioned by the Park City Education Foundation, Park City, Utah

Copyright © 2024, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Duration 2:50 For Multi-Level String Orchestra
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∑
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31
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∑
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∑
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˙ œ œ

˙ ˙
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w
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35
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˙ ˙

37
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F

F

F

F
F

F
F

F

F
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œœ> œœ> œ œ œ œ
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˙̇ ˙̇

œ> œ> Ó
œ> œ> Ó
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˙ ˙
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˙ ˙
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˙ ˙
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w

w
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w
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w
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w
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w
w
w
w
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∑
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∑
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∑

∑
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45

∑
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pizz.
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45

P

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p
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œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
Ó Œ œ
œ

Œ Ó
∑
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∑

∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
∑

∑

œ Œ œ œ
œ Œ œ œ

∑
∑

œ Œ œ Œ

47
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arco

p

p

div.

˙ ˙

∑
œ Œ Ó
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∑

∑
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∑
∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó
∑
∑

œ Œ Ó

48

∑

˙b ˙

œœ Œ œœ Œ
∑

∑
œ. œ. œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ.

∑
∑

∑

œ. œ. œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ.

œ Œ œ Œ
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∑
∑
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49
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œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Jœ. ‰ Œ Œ œ

∑

∑

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Jœ. ‰ Œ Ó

œ Œ Œ œ
œ Œ Œ œ

∑
∑

œ Œ Ó

50

∑

arco
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P

P

P

˙ œ œ

œb . œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œb œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œb
œ

Œ œ Œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œb œ œ œ
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œ Œ œ Œ
œ Œ œ Œ
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51

∑

arco

P

P

F

P

˙ ˙

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
œ Œ Ó

œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
∑

œ Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó

∑
∑

œ Œ Ó

52

∑

,

,

œ> Œ Ó

œ> Œ Ó

œ> Œ Ó
œ œ œ- Ó

œ œ œ- Ó

œ> Œ Ó

œ> Œ Ó

œ> Œ Ó
œ œ œ- Ó

œ œ œ- Ó
∑
∑

œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ Ó

∑

53

œ œ Œ Ó

arco

,

,

,

,

,

53

f

f

f
f

f

f

f

f
f

f
f

-4

f

,

f
  4

∑

∑

∑
œ œ œ- Ó

œ œ œ- Ó

∑

∑

∑
œ œ œ- Ó

œ œ œ- Ó
∑
∑

œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ Ó

∑

54

œ œ Œ Ó

,

,

,

,

,
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,  1
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∑
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œ œ œ- Ó

∑
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∑

55
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,

,-4

,-4

∑
∑
∑

œ œ œ œ ‰ œ ‰ œ
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∑
∑
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∑
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57
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,

,
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∑
∑

Œ œ œ œ- Œ

œ œ œ- Ó

œ œ œ- Ó

∑
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∑

58

œ œ Œ Ó

,

,

∑
∑

Œ œ œ œ- Œ
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∑
∑
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∑
∑

œ œ œ Ó
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∑

59
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∑
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∑
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œ œ Œ Ó

sim.
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∑
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∑
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∑
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